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be performed on him by some woman. Evidently she per-
formed it, hence the cry of wounded vanity: "Anything rather
than that insufferable woman 1" Yet he remembered, as she
intended him to remember, or his reply might have been:
"Mrs. Wyndham Lewis? Who is Mrs. Wyndham Lewis? I
never heard of her*"

Like Sara Austen, Mary Anne foretold to herself his future,
but as yet she could do nothing to help him. For the time being
he must make his own mistakes. Later she could, at the pro-
pitious moment, interest Wyndham in this gifted young man*
Wyndham, after all, was rich and kind and amenable, and a little
stupid perhaps, a very satisfactory combination in a husband if
ever one wanted him to do something on behalf of a brilliant
young man.

Mary Anne was now forty and had been married to
Wyndham Lewis for seventeen years. These arc significant
facts.

At the age of forty a woman who has been married for seven-
teen years is prone to look round for a new interest in life, on the
principle of now or never. In the nature of things she will not
remain at the zenith of her attractiveness very much longer. If
ever she is to interest another man sufficiently to influence his
career, it must be in the near future. Obviously the man in the
case will be considerably younger than her husband.

There is not the slightest suggestion that when Mary Anne
saw Disraeli driving in the park with a lady her emotions were
remotely comparable to those of David when he saw Bathsheba
washing herself. She declared herself that she was extremely
happily married to Wyndham Lewis, and her ultimate hesitation
when Disraeli wanted to marry her precludes any blind passion
on her side. Her interest in Disraeli seems to have been mental
rather than physical, except that she recognised in him a young
lion of the period, a young lion of twenty-eight, moreover.
Wyndham Lewis, on the contrary, was fifty-two, a staid back-
bencher, politically a very average person. At forty Mary Anne
could not possibly have looked or seemed anything like her age,
as witness Disraeli's expression: "a pretty little^woman, a flirt/'
a young man of twenty-eight, particularly a dandiacal young man,
the bosom friend of the beautiful Sheridans, does not usually
call someone of forty a pretty little woman.

Having caused him to be introduced at Rosina Bulwer's,
Maty Anne proceeded to apply all the strategy and tactics with
the knowledge of which West-country girls are born, added to w